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NOTICE.

IN this Essay, written at Trebizond during the Cretan insur-
rection, five of the principal sects, or, to use a common phrase,
churches, into which Eastern Christianity is divided, namely, the
orthodox Greek, the Armenian, the Maronite, the United Greek
or Melchite, and the Coptic, are successively sketched. The por-
traits are, in most respects, unpleasing. But should any one
view them with distaste, let him console himself with the thought
that the shadows might have been considerably deepened, and the
deformities of outline rendered even more apparent, without the least
violence to truth. Indeed much that the original manuscript con-
tained has been purposely suppressed, lest sobriety of judgment should
yield to disgust; while praise has been bestowed in full measure,
wherever possible. Races change little in the East, and the Byzantine
past, as mirrored in Finlay's masterly volumes, bears a correct an-
cestral likeness to the Levantine-Christian present.

THE phrase ' Eastern Christians' is one frequent in
word and writing, but has very often no better ^defined
a meaning than the much-misapplied names of ' Turks/
and ' Arabs/ Still the phrase is a symbol; and many
who, were they asked what * Eastern Christians' really
are, might be very much puzzled to define them with
anything like accuracy, have yet a tolerably precise idea